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CULTURAL TOURISM PROGRAMME IN QUEENSLAND 
Recently in the News Media a Japanese Government official in the field of 
tourism passed comment upon the tourism scene in Australia. He stated that 
Australia has little to offer that cannot be found elsewhere and it would 
be highly advantageous for this country to develop its own image to •sell' 
internationally. 
I have noticed other recent press comments which mentioned the exodus of 
Australians overseas to Europe, South East Asia and America, indicating 
that the number leaving far exceeds the number of tourists entering 
Austra 1 i a. 
Bearing in mind the Japanese gentleman•s comments, Australia certainly has 
something unique to offer, but the country has been making no use of it 
_except on an 'ad hoc' and small scale basis. 
Over the past 40,000 years there has developed an utterly unique 
Australian culture. We find a blending of cultures from the hunter/gatherer 
through historic settlement until today and following the arrival of a 
large number of ethnic groups from Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean 
(and in recent years South East Asian groups) we find a melting pot of 
cultures that is unique and ••saleable"). 
The following discussion obviously deals with the material relating to the 
first 40,000 years of culture and habitation and the history of the 
descendants of those inhabitants throughout Queensland, particularly on the 
northern communities. 
Initially, we shall look at the reasons for peop)e visiting Australia. They 




E.G. the Great Barrier Reef and 
Central Australia. 
Close to Japan and the United States. 












Would attract particularly Northern 
Europeans where beef is a luxury. 
Would attract the Japanese and North 
Europeans. 
In many instances people are 
frightened by cultural difference and 
prefer to go to a comfortable place 
where English is spoken. A number of 
Americans, Canadians, and English would 
perhaps come into this category. 
Our competition would include cheaper accomodation, scenery, culture and the 
dusky beauties of South East Asia. 
For most tourists perhaps the major attraction to travel in the South East 
Asian sphere is to see and experience a different culture. From my 
experience in South East Asia and discussions with tourists, it is quite 
apparent that cultural difference apart from the warmth of the area is a 
major attraction to Americans and Europeans. 
It is wrong to think that Australia has little to offer Europeans and 
Asians in the area of cultural difference. In particular, we have the unique 
and irreplaceable Aboriginal culture spanning a period of 40,000 years and 
descendants are in some areas still in a position to comment on and give 
evidence of their culture. 
In Australia we have an unusual opportunity to present the new and the old 
and to present it in such a way that it can be seen as a continuum. The 
Aboriginal people can be viewed from the antiquity of their culture and also 
be seen in the role of contributing to Australian society and not simply 
functioning on the fringes in a "Museum" situation. Their culture has 
changed, but not been destroyed or disappeared and this can be a major 
lesson to be presented to other nations and other Australians. 
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Over the past few months a considerable amount of thought has been given 
to the development of a cultural tourism programme in Queensland. 
The Cultural Tourism Programme falls into two sections. 
A. Firstly, there is the utilisation of Archaeological sites throughout 
Queensland including the Moreton region, the north west, Laura, 
Central Highlands and so on. This would utilise sites in which 
Aboriginal people have no traditional contemporary interest and 
emphasis would be upon antiquity, prehistory, the need to conserve the 
sites and bringing in an understanding of continuity. The booklet 
'Man in Perspective' tends to sum up the educational approach to be 
made with regard to the promotion of archaeological sites for tourism 
B. 
purposes. In the following paragraphs the philosophy of cultural 
tourism is expanded in detail with regard to these sites. 
Secondly, there is the development of tourist facilities upon 
Aboriginal communities and Aboriginal Shire Councils. Here the 
l , _: 
~- .i ~ 
activities would relate not merely to archaeological sites (if there·~~-
are any) but also to the modern lifestyle of Aboriginal people, their 
culture, dancing, songs, plus the recreational activities that would 
be possible on northern communities. An example has been taken with 
Bamaga and a number of proposals put forward with regard to tourist 
possibilities. These proposals involve everything from archaeology, 
history, 11 experiencing 11 a different culture and lifestyle, scuba 
diving and simply sitting back and relaxing. The opportunities that 
_open up -to the Aboriginal people are invnense with regard to cash inflow, 
the 11 advertising 11 of their culture and its worth and the establishment 
of tourist and associated industries on communities. Here again, 
Bamaga has been taken as an example and an indication given of the sort 
of development of facilities and employment that would be envisaged. 
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In opening up the communities one would have to avoid the development of 
11 the Aborigines as things to be observed 11 syndrome. However, as much of 
the handling and management should be in the hands of the Aboriginal 
people and this should not occur. The Aboriginal Councils have already 
given their blessing to the proposal for they can see the immense benefits 
that it would bring to the communities. 
CULTURAL TOURISM - A RATIONALE 
The following is an indication of the philosophy behind cultural tourism, 
presented briefly. Considering firstly the archaeological sites, the 
number of factors that have to be considered are listed, plus the 
structure that has to be established. 
The second aspect of tourism on communities and possible development is 
then considered. 
SECTION I - ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 
The term Cultural Tourism en~apsulates a programme which will rationalise 
site protection activities and policies in Queensland. 
The word 'culture' describes what we can see of the way in which Aboriginal 
Australians coaxed a living and a belief from our environment while 'tourism' 
is simply descriptive of going to look and to learn something of the 
resources that we possess as the visible links with the past. 
Over the past few decades, travel for tourist purposes has come within the 
reach of the average citizen. Through the Cultural Tourism Programme an 
already existing habit can be organised and directed and by utilising 
existing channels the process of tourism can be deployed to educate and 
enlighten~ The development of the concept has been quite.a_logical process 
within the Cultural Resource Management field. 
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In the context of this paper the resource relates to the material evidence 
of the traditional Aboriginal way of life spanning a period of over 40,000 
years. The •resource' ranges from magnificent ochre paintings to 
functional canoe trees and it provides a record of habitation, survival 
and achievement that exemplifies the process of human endeavour. When 
initiating protective legislation in 1967, in the eyes of the Government 
the role of archaeology was not only to investigate and preserve the 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage for scientific purposes, but also to utilise 
that cultural record to effect changes in community attitudes towards 
Aborigines. 
Theory and Rationale 
Through the Cultural Tourism Programme the objectives of the legislation 
and resultant policy can become more widely known and appreciated. A major 
objective is one of conservation for a definite pufpose - that o'f soci a 1 
cohesion and on a broader scale mankinds understanding of his social and 
cultural progress and his relationship to other men and his environment. 
Protection and preservation of the material traces of Aboriginal Culture 
provides an unquestioned record of achievement; and the Community is then 
in a position to appreciate the cultural development (in material terms) 
of Aboriginal society. Interpretation of that record may and probably will 
vary as the process of cultural change occurs within Australian society: 
that is, the record is static - the interpretation and use of the record 
may not be. 
To justify the existence of an organisation such as the Archaeology Branch, 
the Community must benefit from data contained in the record, in order to 
justify the expenditure of public funds. Aboriginal people will be in a 
position to achieve a sense of identity and continuity, basic to every 
stable society; the Community will develop an understanding of cultural 
difference and as a result of these two developments, social cohesion will 
be enhanced, and hopefully a genuine appreciation of cultural difference and 
a sense of an Australian Culture. 
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B.ut the va 1 ue of the cul tura 1 resource goes far further than that. In any 
sense the resource is a record of mans cultural development~ adaption and 
achievement going back 40 millenia and as such it represents on a 
universal scale, mans relationship to and his reliance upon his environment. 
Regardless of his level of technology man will always be reliant upon 
natural resources and an understanding and respect for this reliance will 
become more and more important within a man-oriented world. 
Within the structure of 11 Cul tura 1 To uri sm 11 the Resource is uti 1 i sed to 
develop the concept of preservation and ensure that a wider populus comes 
to appreciate the social and scientific value of the cultural material. 
This also fosters a public consciousness conducive to successful (and 
easier) management. 
The programme allows for an objective approach to the protection and 
conservation of sites, by opening selected sites and enabling the 
remainder to be conserved intact. It must be acknowledged that people-
access and peopl e-ori en ted programmes do not necessarily protect sites and 
in effect we may be 11 Sacrificing 11 those selected to preserve the rest. 
However, at the same time a massive endeavour to educate the public and 
improve community attitudes is made and the limited expenditure available 
for preservation of cultural rna teri a 1 can be most effective 1 y uti 1 i sed. 
There is also a practical reason for the development of Cultural Tourism. 
The burgeoning tourist industry has realised that considerable financial 
benefits that can accrue from the exploitation of Aboriginal cultural 
remains and unless this exploitation is controlled and directed along 
acceptable channels, considerable -damage will result with little or no 
benefit accruing to either the Resource or the Aboriginal people. 
By saying that the Public may only see selected sites may draw criticism, 
however, our responsibility must be toward the sites which are 
irreplaceable and at the same time educate the Public towards a more 
responsible attitude. The Public does not have the right to use, alter and 
in some cases destroy the resource. Many of the sites are the result of 
thousands of years of mans development and 'belong• to the Unity of Man 
not to an individual. 
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Initially, there are a number of aspects to consider~ amongst which are 
the selection of the sites and consultation with all interested parties, 
determination of management procedures, any necessary •registration• of 
the tourist operators who may visit sites and the education of their 
personnel, the origin of the tourists and the means by which they may be 
educated and where possible the training and employment of Aboriginal 
people. This latter aspect is currently being seriously considered and 
a definite training course should be functioning by.l981. 
The Sites 
Prior to selecting the sites, the criteria must be set and obviously these 
criteria will not only be archaeological/cultural, but also aesthetic, 
economic and locational. It would not be desirable to open up a site of 
high archaeological value or one th~t would not stand up to visitation. 
Obviously, neither would sites of current sacred significance to 
Aborigines today be utilised. 
For the average tourist, the site and surrounding environment must appeal 
visually and have sufficient content to interest the layman. We would 
only achieve adverse results from displaying a site that was a poor 
example of its type and not in a good or at least reasonably state of 
preservation. 
Economic considerations to be taken into account would be e.g. the distance 
of the site from a main thoroughfare and tourist routes, the status of 
the land and access to the site. For example, if it were necessary to 
resume and reserve land, the cost to the State instrumentality may in the 
view of Treasury, at that time require consideration of alternative sites. 
The site must there~re meet certain criteria and generally speaking 
consideration would have to be given to the points listed under the 






Type of Site 
State of preservation 
Others of its type in area 
Archaeological potential 
Agreement of Aboriginal people 
Agreement of owners, etc. 





Status of land (Resumption/Reserve) 
Attitude of owner 
The list above is now exhaustive of matters to be considered for there will 
be a number of factors peculiar to each region or site that will affect 
selection. 
Each region or tourist route would need a selection of sites which adequatley 
cover the material traces resulting from a broad range of Aboriginal 
activities within the environment. The sites should then be closely linked 
with the environment and not left floating in time and space. 
In effect, 4 or 5 sites would be selected in order to preserve 500. For 
the most part, a_few sites within a region would satisfy the average tourist 
and would be adequate for Queensland purposes in the early 1980's. 
Once a site has been selected every endeavour must be made to ensure its 
preservation. Obviously the means to ensure its preservation should be 
u; n situ 11 before the tou.ri s ts are invited to enter. The type of faci 1 i ties 
would include where necessary, educational material and notice boards, 
seating, rubbish bins, signs, walkways, etc. 
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Procedure 
The following is a brief outline of the methodology for the development and 
management of Cultural Tourism in Queensland. I should stress it is only 
an outline, the methods expressed are subject to change. 
Tourists and Operators 
Approximately 60%- 70% of tourists travel,under their own steam. This 
group will be considered later. We must first consider the tourist 
operators who would fall between two extremes. 
a) Existing or developing commercial enterprises, purely money making 
ventures, including major bus companies, regional travel and tour 
companies, etc., who would only include cultural material if it paid 
off. 
b) The possibility of new 11 tourism 11 organisations developing with strong 
Abori gina 1 in vo 1 vement s haul d a 1 so be considered whereby the ope.ra tors 
and no doubt the management could be of Aboriginal descent. 
In the middle would be the 11 cultural entrepreneur~~ willing to stake a chance 
on exploitation of the nation•s heritage - not only Aboriginal but also 
historical. That may upset many purists but to prohibit tourist operators 
visiting Aboriginal sites is well nigh impossible (and would probably be 
counterproductive) .. 
Regardless of where they site between (a) and (b) the operators need basic 
data relating to Aboriginal Culture and in order to adequately interpret the 
sites being visited. 
If they intend to concentrate upon cultural/historic sites they also require 
a degree of training in order to develop an understanding and appreciation 
of the diversity of Material Culture and tradition. They would also need to 
be educated in matters of protection and conservation of sites in order not 
to inadvertantly cause damage. 
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Many tourists will be travelling under their own steam. According to advice 
from Tourist Management Boards approximately 70~ of tourists in Queensland 
visit areas without the aid of a tourist operator. 
It will therefore be necessary to ensure that these people receive 
information in the form of 'handouts', providing an interpretation for each 
site within ·-!its region and the phi 1 osophy a pp 1 yi ng to protection. 
Local Tourist Boards or similar organisations can be called upon to assist 
in the dissemination of the material and aid in the functioning of a 
'Cultural Tourism• programme. 
Controls and Checks 
Controls and checks would have to be established to monitor Operators and 
Tourists and these controls would be most effectively implemented by a 
Government agency. The sites would need to be patrolled regularly to 
prevent deterioration and should a threat to the safety of a site arise, 
ameliorating action would need to be taken immediately. This would require 
professional supervision. 
Maintenance of the facilities would be a continuous necessity whether 
undertaken directly by the State Government or through the relevant Local 
Government authority. 
In some instances the sites selected will aready be declared under the 
Relics Act and as a consequence there will be administrative and legal 
control over access by tour operators. I should point out that it must not 
be assumed that all Declared Sites will be thrown open to Cultural Tourism. 
Such is certainly not the case, but in some instances, galleries to be 
opened will be located within Declared Sites and these galleries have 
Ministerial decree to be utilised for Cultural Tourism, e.g. Split Rock on 
the Quinkan Declared Site at Laura. 
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The establishment of Reserves, which could also have the status of 
Declared Sites, would avoid any difficulty with regard to access. This 
would however, require in many cases resumption of land. 
Where tour operators are involved, monitoring of their performance would 
be necessary. For example, if an operator•s performance were potentially 
detrimental and the area concerned were a Declared Si.te, permission for 
access to the Site could be revoked. However, as 70% of tourists will be 
unaccompanied, declaring sites to limit and monitor access is not the only 
solution. 
Follow Up and Assessment 
The programme will need to be constantly assessed. A number of criteria will 
have to be selected and assessed on the scale of 1 - 7 over a long period : 
For example: Frequency of visitation; length of stay; items of interest; 
memorable aspects; comments re improvement; etc. 
This process has already been started in the Laura area, with visitors 
being requested to complete a simple questionnaire. The responses have been 
useful in determining further action and facilities at the sites. 
The most effective weapon against damage to sites is education and it is of 
course with this in mind that the Cultural Tourism Programme is being 
established. 
High fences, warning signs and even caretakers are no answer to ignorance. 
Community education constitutes the most important aspect of the programme 
and utilises a major chunk of available resources and funding. 
Several areas are open for consideration: 
A. Laura: Split Rock, Guguyalangi. 
B. Cairns and Environs: Bridle Creek, Nooghi Co-op. 
C. Brisbane and North: Nudgee, Toorbul Point, Landsborough, Bribie Island 
and Samford. 
Circular Route - Brisbane - Toowoomba - Caloundra - Brisbane. 
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D. Environs of Mt. Isa: Sun Rock, Brown's Creek. 
E. Carnarvons: Pressure is currently being taken by Carnarvon Gorge 
National Park and pressure will be placed on Mt. Moffat 
Na t·iona 1 Park. 
F. Black's Palace: Educational material only. 
Initially, those sites that would be archaeologically acceptable for opening 
up will be selected and of these sites, the suitable tourist venues would be 
determined following discussion with the Corporation and other necessary 
organisations. 
The following are examples of selected sites and they show the difficulties 
and regional variation which will affect the management of the sites. 
LAURA - SPLIT ROCK, GUGUYALANGI 
These two sites are located relatively close together, at opposite sides of 
a:large tableland. Consequently, we have been able to develop not only a 
pla'n for the constru.ction of the two galleries, but also ·an interesting walk 
way between the two sites with exceptionally good views from the top of the 
"plateau. For the average tourist, the bonus of good views and photographic 
possibilities would be an advantage. 
For the most part, the tourist would be satisfied with a quick run up the 
hill to Split Rock. Currently, tourists are viewing the galleries without 
any interpretation, but this will be corrected in 1980. Most would not wish 
to travel further to Guguyalangi and it will only be the extremely interested 
visitor and hopefully therefore, the conservationist who will attempt the 
walk over the tablelands to the second site. 
Although the area is a Declared Site, access to Split Rock cannot be strictly 
controlled being as it is within the sight of the main highway. The area 
has also received considerable media exposure and most visitors are aware of 
the existence of the paintings prior to visiting the South Cape York region. 
To facilitate the permit system, the Minister has delegated his authority to 
grant access to Split Rock and Guguyalangi to the Branch Ranger at Laura. 
Largely, the Branch is interested in knowing who is visiting the site, in 
what numbers and for what purpose. The appended questionnaire relates to 
- 13 -
these opened galleries. 
In the future (1980) proper walking tracks will be established for both 
Split Rock and Guguyalangi, in addition to a parking area off the main 
highway at Split Rock. During 1980, we would also be putting in a large 
educational noticeboard and simple seating and tables. Signs at the 
galleries themselves would be kept to a minimum as would rubbish bins, 
although these will be necessary. Tenders will be called for this in the 
near future, but for the major construction work on the parking area, the 
assistance of the Cook Shire Council has been obtained with funding to be 
provided through the Department of Aboriginal and Islanders Advancement. A 
three dimensional model of the area including the two Quinkan Reserves has 
been prepared. At this stage direct public access on to the two Reserves 
is difficult. They are being retained as wilderness areas and opinions on a 
Management Plan for the areas have been sought from a number of interested 
parties. 
With regard to Giant Horse, access·is only permitted with the assistance of 
a Guide and it wi 11 remain this way for the fors-eeab 1 e future. 
The Laura Declared Sites are the only ones within the State for which we 
have •on the ground' control over access. Others are protected either 
because they are not·well known or because they are remote. This of course, 
is a measure of protection which is fast diminishing. 
Split Rock and Guguyalangi have been selected for the programme in this 
instance as the level of visitation is already very high. We are therefore 
endeavouring to direct or control an existing pressure. 
A major aspect of the Cultural Tourism Programme at Laura is the 
possibility of providing employment opportunities for the local Aboriginal 
people, several of whom are members of the Advisory Panel for the Quinkan 
Reserves. The Laura Ranger has made a point of keeping the local community 
advised of any proposals affecting the sites. 
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CAIRNS AND ENVIRONS 
A different situation presents itself in the Cairns region. Although there 
are paintings frequented by tourists at Chillagoe, there is little in the 
immediate Cairns region to satisfy the needs of the increasing volume of 
inter-State and overseas visitors. The locations of sites in the region are 
not well suited to Cultural Tourism. 
One site that may lend itself to visitation is located near Kuranda near 
Davies Creek. It would not be desirable that the sites were opened to 
unguided visitation, although in this instance there is a possibility that 
local Aboriginal people from Kuranda could be employed as guides. This 
would involve running tourist trips out to the sites. 
The art is reasonably well preserved on large granite boulders and if 
tourist traffic is only permitted with a guide, control could be maintained 
over the people. The sites are on FQrestry land and access is automatically 
restricted, however, there is no possibility of policing this. Currently, 
the area, which is in open forest on very steep hills, is ~uch used by trail 
bike riders. At this stage the sites are not easily accessible and very few 
know of their existence. It is highly questionnable as to whether signs 
would be effective when there is no possibility of restricting access by the 
trail-bike riding fraternity. The fact that there has been no vandalism to 
date could have resulted from ignorance of the existence of the paintings. 
At the moment, these sites are still being investigated as to whether or not 
they are suitable for Cultural Tourism. The factors yet to be considered 
are possible means of protection with the assistance of relevant Government 
Departments, closing of the road, etc. 
Additionally, there a,r.e to date very few rain forest art sites that have 
been located and whatever decision is made would have to ensure the 
preservation at least from human onslaught of the Davies Creek sites. 
Therefore, it is possible that this development will have to be delayed despite 
the fact that there would appear to be an excellent opportunity for the 
employment of the Aborigines in this field, a strong tourist demand and 
excellent opportunities for community education. 
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SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND 
The p~gramme in South East Queensland has teen developing gradually for 
over 18 months to two·years. There has been a strong demand for a 
selection of sites to be opened to tourism in South East Queensland, 
particularly on the Gold and Sunshine Coasts and west to Toowoomba. 
We have been able to select for Cultural Tourism, three sites that have 
already been fenced and reserved and which receive a high level of 
visitation. Additionally, they have been utilised by the Branch for 
educational purposes for over a year. This selection enables visitors and 
groups to see a Bora Ground, Axe Grinding Grooves which are located in the 
bed of the creek and a midden which has been fenced off for a Council 
Reserve near Bli Bli. 
Educational •hand-out• material has been prepared relating to these sites 
and this is being circulated through the Tourist Boards. According to the 
Managers of the relevant Tourist Boards, over 70% of the tourists travel 
without the aid of guides throughout South East Queensland. With very few 
travelling under tour conditions, information must be made available through 
the Tourist Boards and other outlets to ensure that the public are able to 
receive educational data concerning the sites that they are viewing. During 
1980-81 we will be establishing large educational noticeboards at the 
selected sites, which although already sign posted require more effective 
presentation. Damage to the sites over the past 9 years has been minimal and 
we have the co-operation of the various Local Government authorities in 
maintaining them. 
In other areas of South East Queensland, the Branch is encountering some 
difficulty associated with private land and access to the relics. After 
a s~lection is finalised, approaches could be made to the relevant owners 
for establishment-of Reserve areas around the sites, with easements for 
access. This, however, will be costly and is obviously a long term project. 
Even where sites are on leasehold land, we may have problems obtaining 
easements for tourist access. 
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Not all of the Declared Sites are opened for Cultural Tourism. One example 
may be the rock engraving site near Gatton which we are not encouraging 
people to visit although it has a history of visitation going back 100 
years. This site is regarded as being of very high archaeological value 
and constant visitation would be detrimental to its conservation. It is 
possible however, to utilise this site for guided tours. 
Two other sites in South East Queensland that are being considered are the 
art site ~t Maidenwell and the stone arrangements at Meringandan near 
Toowoomba. 
The other region of the State in which there is considerable pressure for 
sites to be opened for tourism is in the north west, centering on Mt. Isa. 
Here we have selected two sites that are close to the city and which already 
receive a high level of visitation. They are easy of access, both located 
on waterholes and are largely visited during the period immediately following 
the wet season. The rock body is consolidated and there are no loose blocks 
that can be picked up and carried away, as would be the case with a number 
of art sites in the north-west. 
MT. ISA - BROWN 1 S CREEK 
One that is known as Brown•s Creek is located approximately 20 km. from 
Mt. Isa. The site is frequented by local people but despite this there has 
been very little damage. The site lends itself well to Cultural Tourism. 
The rock type is very fine grained and hard and has been identified as a 
Micaceous Quartzite. It therefore stands up to visitation and natural 
weathering extremely well. Additionally, as mentioned above, there are no 
loose blocks lying about that could be easily removed. 
The region is scenic, particularly when the waterhole is full and although 
the engravings are not •outstanding• in layman•s terms, it would provide 
sufficient of interest to satisfy tourists. 
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Educational noticeboards will be established along with maintenance of 
the access track and a small parking area with rubbish bins. Maintenance 
of the facilities will be a matter for discussion with Local Government 
and service groups and easement to the engravings already heavily utilised 
by the public will have to be discussed with the owners of the property. 
The possibility of establishing seating and barbecue facilities could be 
considered for the future. 
The parking area would be approximately 200 yards from the site itself 
requiring construction of a short walking track around the bank of the 
creek. 
A possible difficulty may arise in ~dvertising the existence of the 
engravings. Although there has been little damage over the years it is 
highly likely that many visitors did not recognise the engravings and to 
draw their attention to them with educational noticeboards may invite 
vandalism. This is considered an 'outside chance' and is after all, a risk 
that will have to be taken. A visitors book will be established at this and 
all other opened sites to cater for the 11 Foo was here 11 mentality. 
SUN ROCK 
The other site is known as Sun Rock, where there are Aboriginal paintings 
on a rock outcrop adjacent to a waterhole on a creek, 24 miles east of Mt. 
Isa and only a few hundred metres off the main highway to Cloncurry. Many 
people visit the site and know of its existence and as yet there has been no 
vandalism. However, it would only require one initial scratch for 
incidences of vandalism to proliferate. A parking area will be established 
on the bluff above the creek, with·educational noticeboards to be erected near 
the parking area above water level. Other signs established by the Branch 
near the painting~ were washed away during flooding in the creek. 
Again the matter of signs and the establishment of a parking ·area would 
require discussion with the owners and the construction and maintenance of 
the parking area would have to be raised with the relevant Local Government 
and service agencies. 
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Other sites may be considered in the Mt. Isa area but rather than open more 
at this stage for Cultural Tourism, the above two will be used initially, 
particularly as they already receive high degree of visitation. 
NORTHERN ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 
The proposal to develop Cultural Tourism on Northern-Aboriginal Communities 
was presented to the June 1980 meeting of the Aboriginal Advisory Council. 
There was general agreement among the Councillors that such a programme 
would be highly desirable. In the proposal put to them the suggestion was 
made that such a development would benefit the communities with regard to 
capital inflow, employment, public relations, etc., and this could be done 
without destroying the delicate fabric of the Aboriginal Communities and 
the elements of traditional culture that still exist. 
The attraction to visit northern communities has already been noticed by 
this Department with the large numbers of people wishing to travel north to 
the Cape. During 1979 in six months of .the dry season almost 3,000 vehicles 
reached Bamaga. Given that there are two to four people. in each vehicle, 
this amounts to a large number of visitors. In addition to the road 
travellers there are those who fly in with Bush Pilots and on charter. The 
desire to head north is not only related to Aboriginal communities 
obviously, but also to the 11 pioneering 11 drive to head into the vast unknown, 
reach the far northern point of Australia and dabble one•s feet in the Torres 
Strait. 
Many spend quite a few days travelling to the north, reach Bamaga and 
after two days of doing little, return south. It is most unfortunate that 
these people are not realizing the full value of the Cape nor really seeing 
its environment or its people. 
On this basis the concept of Cultural Tourism developed. There is much for 
the visitors to learn and see and the Aboriginal people should be the ones 
who are in the position of doing the teaching and the showing. 
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The activities that could be undertaken by people when they arrive at a 
community would vary depending upon the availability of the resources and 
attractions. Fishing obviously would be a major •ctraw card' in many areas, 
but this would require suitable facilities for (a) fishing, (b) storing 
of the catch, (c) facilities to cook the catch, etc. 
On most communities visitors could be accomodated in camping ground 
situations as most would be camping en route to Bamaga. However, for major 
centres such as Bamaga, ~tel accomodation should be provided 
particularly for those who fly in to visit the north. 
One of the most important aspects to get across to visitors is the strength 
and vitality of Aboriginal material culture and the performing arts. 
Bamaga has been taken as an example, giving an indication of the aspects 
that could be developed. At Bamaga you have a variety of interests from 
the archaeological, early history, Aboriginal material culture and 
activities, fishing, general relaxation, paintings, photography, etc. 
Torres Strait and Aboriginal culture should be spotlighted. 
Bamaga should be put forward as the major centre, particularly if the 
aerodrome is upgraded for larger planes. It is highly likely that Bush 
Pilots would wish to upgrade the strip in addition to which it would be a 
defence measure. 
Other communities have not ~een considered in any detail at this stage. They 
would cater for persons who are driving up the Cape or chartering small 
planes, and consequently they would be dealing with smaller numbers. Any 
visitors who would be going off the main Peninsula Highway would be required 
to contact the relevant Council and make appointments to view the communities, 
material culture, ·etc. Payment for facilities, etc, should be made. 
Aspects that could be developed include -
- 20 -
ABORIGINAL PAINTINGS 
1 (a) A picnic area to be established near the Aboriginal paintings which 
are by the sea. Benches and tables (in the National Parks style), 
would be required. Rubbish bins should be painted green with gold 
lettering such as •Please help us to preserve our heritage•. 
Similar.to those to be established at other sites open to Cultural 
Tourism. Regular clearance of rubbish bins would be required. A 
barbecue and a regular supply of chopped wood should be available. 
There would have to be cover from the rain. 
1 (b) An old Aboriginal walking track has been located on the early maps 
available at Archives. It has been located on the ground and could 
be established as a tourist exercise. 
2. •The Jardines• and other historic areas. Dependant upon the area 
concerned - seats, tables, rain cover and rubbish bins could be 
established, plus water tanks should this be required. 
3. Environment and the rain forest -walking tracks. The trees could be 
named in Latin, English, Aboriginal and local termonology. Each 
could be indicated for its usage and preparation of food, etc. Also 
plants such as Ginger, Yam could be identified. National Parks 
(Peter Stanton) could assist in this area. 
Through the rain forest walking tracks should be established sign 
posted and maintained. 
4. Bamaga development - there may be many people interested in the 
development of the area, e.g. processes used, difficulties and so on. 
5. Local products - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander material culture. 
6. Special tours could be provided with a 11 traditional feast 11 - largely 
Torres Strait and South Sea rather than Aboriginal. 
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GENERAL 
It would be necessary to ensure that there was a regular petrol and food 
supply. Air strip would need upgrading. 
ACTIVITIES 
(a) Fishing - this would mean boat hire and other equipment. 
(b) Water skiing - also boat hire and other equipment. 
(c) Scuba diving and snorkelling -again hire firms or D.A.I.A. could 
provide at rental charge this equipment. Locals would have to be 
trained in maintenance. 
(d) Other activities would be exploring, photography, etc. 
Even taking only Bamaga as an example it will be apparent that there are a 
number of possibilities for the development of tourist enterprises on 
Aboriginal Communities in Cape York. At Edward River there is the 
Crocodile Farm which is already being utilised for tourist purposes and 
there are no doubt similar assets on each community. 
It requires a specific field trip to each community to look at the 
feasibility of projects and the availability of facilities, and to discuss 
with the relevant Councils those aspects of the community that could be 
utilised and particularly where and how the Aboriginal people would be 
involved and benefit. 
Major companies are already looking at northern development for tourism and 
if action is not taken now the Aboriginal people will not be in a position 
to play a role in the development and benefit from it. 
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